
May 2021
Welcome to our second edition of the Essa Express created by our Student Leadership Team.

We have come to the end of another half term of learning at Essa Academy. What a half term it
has been…

May 2021 will be a memorable one for our students, staff and local community. From the vaccine
bus on our school site which has successfully vaccinated over 10,000 people, to a visit from Dame
Rachel de Souza and Year 11 assessments, it has certainly been a unique and special month in
the academy’s history.

We want to thank our parents and carers for their continued support during another turbulent
month with Covid-19. Each time we send a student home to self-isolate it breaks our hearts. The
decisions we have had to make have been difficult but have been the right ones to keep our
community safe. We couldn’t have got through the past month without your support and for that,
we couldn’t be more grateful.

We hope that our students and their families are able to relax, stay safe and enjoy the May half
term, with hopefully some better weather!! We look forward to welcoming all year groups and
students (except individuals who are isolating) back on Monday 7th June.



In the News:

Vaccination Bus

Our academy entrance has looked a
little different recently as Essa does its bit to
combat the surge of coronavirus cases in the
town.

More than 10,000 people have been through the
school gates to receive their vaccine, including
family members of many students, on the
special ‘jabbing juggernaut’ bus. On Sunday
May 16, a UK record was broken when 3,072
people received the vaccine at our school in a
single day.

Meanwhile on the Muga a PCR testing site has
been set up, which you will all have visited to
undergo a test in the past couple of weeks. We
are testing so rigorously in order to keep as
many of you in school as we can. I know that
isn’t always possible, and it breaks my heart to
close bubbles and tell students to isolate. But it
is the only way we will contain the spread of this
virus and keep you and your families safe.

I want to say to you all how proud I am with how
wonderfully you are conducting yourselves as
you arrive at and leave school. Members of the
public have complimented me on how smart
you look and how well behaved you are. I am
passing those compliments on to you, along
with my thanks.

We have had journalists from as far afield as the
USA cover the extraordinary things happening
on our site. Our catering team were giving out
cookies to volunteers and a man down the road
was offering tea and coffee to local residents
whilst they queued for their vaccine. I have been
interviewed by the BBC, Sky News and most of
the country’s national newspapers. Our school
is on the map, and you are all wonderful
ambassadors of Essa Academy.

We are living through history. Your children and
grandchildren will learn about this pandemic
when they are in school. I hope you will be
proud to tell them that your school was at the
heart of its community at a time of national
crisis.
Whether you are in school or learning from
home, keep putting in the effort. Your teachers
tell me how proud they are of how resilient you
are being and how well you are coping with this
ongoing and ever-changing situation. We want
the best for you, and want you to lead rich,
fulfilling, and joyful lives.
And you will. This pandemic will end. Keep
playing your part and doing your bit by limiting
your contacts, wearing masks, and washing
hands. Enjoy the half term break and stay safe.

For more news as it happens, remember to
follow us on social media @EssaAcademy!

by Mr Knowles



Dame Rachel de Souza Visit

At Essa Academy we were
privileged to have Dame Rachel De Souza,
alongside many others, come and visit our
school to acknowledge the ethos of Team Essa.
As the Children's Commissioner of England, it is
Rachel’s duty to promote and protect the rights
of all children in accordance with the United
Nations Convention on the right of a child.

After being greeted by our Cadet force, and a
few words from our principal, Rachel and her
team were welcomed to a hall full of students
including the student leadership team and
students representing each Character
Development subject. This allowed for a wide
range of opinions and discussion about growing
up in Bolton and the changes individuals have
encountered after a global pandemic.

Many key factors were presented to Rachel as to
why here in Bolton we are a safe community,
however we also voiced the changes we would
like to see in the future for Bolton. Many
discussions were relevant to activities in our
locality and how young people can make a
positive contribution by being a voice for the
community.

It was an honour to be able to host Dame Rachel
and her team and we thank them for taking time
out of their busy schedules to see what makes
our academy such a special place to go to
school.
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• Cadets
• Duke of Edinburgh
• Musical Theatre
• Young Leaders
• Sports Leaders
• Forest School

What are the Character Development 
options?



Forest School

What an exciting couple of weeks we have had.
Our students have been working with both Miss
Squire and Miss Adamson on fire safety. They
have all taken part in building their own fire,
using all the safety equipment and trying their
very best to keep it going for longer that 10
minutes. Next half term we will be looking at
creating our very own campfire menu and
cooking on the fire!

Not forgetting the amazing work from both
Musical Theatre and Sports Leaders.

Subjects full of amazing talent and your
confidence really does shine through!

Every week there are so many exciting things
to celebrate in Character Development.

Cadets

Some of our Year 10 Cadets had the pleasure of
taking part in a guard of honour to welcome a
very special visitor to the Academy.
Dame Rachel De Souza. What a brilliant
experience this was for our cadets. They
impressed that much, We have been invited to
attend a number of celebrations for Armed
Forces day, this will be a great opportunity for
some of our Year 9 cadets to take part in and
we cant wait!

DofE

It’s getting close to that time of year where the
expeditions start to take place. How exciting!!

Staff have recently taken part in some extra
training to make sure the students get the
most out of their expedition. We have brushed
up on our map reading skills and even took a
trip to the camp site.

Our sponsored walk for the year 10s is on the
17th June! Don’t forget to pack your walking
boots!

Young Leaders

Our Year 9 Young Leaders have been very
giving this term. They have created hampers of
a umber of staff members to say a great big
thank you for all their hard work.
With the current restrictions due to Covid 19, it
meant our Young Leaders were unable to go
out and help the community, so our students
had to think outside the box. It was a very
welcomed and well deserved treat.

Character Development

Cadets

D of E

Young Leaders

Forest School



”A year like no other.”

Lately, we have suffered a great
deal because of Covid-19. Especially those of us
in Year 7.

We didn't have a normal transition to Essa
Academy. It was hard, but, after a month or two,
we got the hang of things.

We had to stay in one classroom from
September to December to protect ourselves
and others, so we didn’t experience any of the
special classrooms and we didn’t get to move
around the school. Then we had a two-month
lockdown at the start of 2021.
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Do you want to stand on the Student 
Soapbox? See Mr Sutton to discuss your 

topic and prepare your article.

But there is a bright side to everything. We
have spent more time at home which meant
that we could be with our families more. We
had live online lessons, which was a huge
part of lockdown, and taught us how to learn
better at home.
I do like that we are getting back to ‘normal’
now though. I love seeing the the amazing
facilities at school, like the science labs and
the food tech kitchens. Plus, we now have
extracurricular clubs, so secondary school is
starting to feel a lot more like I’d hoped.

We are in the last mile of lockdown. These
times will be remembered in history and I will
always remember it as the year I moved to
Essa Academy.

Hi, my name is Hasaan Khan and I am in Year 7. In this article I want to talk about the transition
from primary to secondary school in the year of Covid-19, and how the pandemic has changed the
experience for the Class of 2025.



Know Your Teacher

I am 27 years old and have work in education for
the past 5 years. I was born in a place called
Farnborough, in Hampshire but have lived in
Greater Manchester for the majority of my life.

I love to perform. I first performed at the age of 5
in a local pantomime and from then my love for
acting and performance has continued, studying it
at College and then at University. I can’t help but
be a bit of a drama queen!

I also invest a lot of my time in mental
health, myself and Miss Heppenstall run a mental
health group that meet on a regular basis. I love
to help and support others and it has been a great
experience.

I do have a competitive side! I always want to win.
I have been playing netball since the age of 11 and
I am currently in a league where we play every
week. My netball team are some of my closest
friends and my biggest support!

I love working here at Essa, it has become my
second home. I have met a number of amazing
people who encourage me to be my best and that
is something I will always encourage when
working with the students.
I will end this with my favourite motto - Be Kind,
Always!

In this section we will
feature a different
teacher every month.
In this month’s edition,
let’s get to know our
very own Miss Squire!

Miss Squire

Events    

Thank you for reading

Parents’ Evenings

Virtual Parents’ Evenings:
Year 8 - Thursday 10th June 2021
Year 7 – Thursday 17th June 2021
Year 10 – Thursday 8th July 2021


